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Order No. 71-7 

1. The Sast Contra Costa area, located at the confluence 
of the San Joaquin and Sacramento Rivers at the western edge of the 
Delta, is one of the most environmentally critical areas in the 
r;tate. It is at the hub of water flows from the entire Central Valley 
and is the major source of fresh water inflow to the San Francisco Bay. 
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2. The area contains one of the major concentrations of 
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industries in the State of California, most of which located there 
because of the availability of adequate water supply and their ability 
to easily dispose of wastes. 

3. Over the years, waste discharges from these industries 
have been regulated by requirements established by the Central Valley 
Regional Mater r?,uality Control Board. 

4. Eecause of the tremendous number of waste dischargers 
and the large area administered by that regional board, it has not 
been possible for it to give detailed attention to all significant 
sources of pollution in the region. 

5. A majority of the waste discharge requirements established 
for the eleven major industries in the area are over ten years old. 
These requirements reflect the policies which then existed that waste 
discharge was a beneficial use of our waters, and waste assimilation 
was considered in establishing requirements. 

6. Technology has expanded in the past few years rapidly 
and it is now recognized as essential that detailed numerical standards 
be established for all effluent discharges including criteria for 
toxicity, biostimulation, and esthetic parameters as well as the 
classical criteria for organic substances, solids, and mineral con- 
stituents. 

7. The Porter-Cologne WaterQuality Control Act, which became 
effective January 1, 1970, established new concepts and administrative 
procedures for protecting water quality. 
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8. .The San Francisco Bay Regional Board has established 
very restrictive waste discharge requirements and initiated an accel- 
erated enforcement program for all major discharges in its region in 
the western Delta. 

0 The State's approach to these problems should be uniform 
in princip;: following general policy which is applicable for all dis- 
charges to these waters. Specific requirements may vary depending 
upon the type of process and the point of discharge but must assure a 
high degree of water quality protection. 

10. This board's staff has conducted a preliminary review of 
waste discharge requirements for the eleven major industries in this 
area and has reported that all requirements are inadequate and that 
monitoring records on effluent quality and receiving water quality 
characteristics are needed to determine the extent of water pollution 
resulting from any discharge in the area. The industries in question 
are: 
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Kaiser Gypsum Company 
Antioch, Contra Costa County 

American Crystal Sugar Company 
Clarksburg, Yolo County 

Crown Zellerbach Corporation 
Antioch, Contra Costa County 

3. I. duPont de Nemours Company 
Antioch, Contra Costa County 

Hfckmott Canning Company 
Antioch, Contra Costa County 

Fibreboard Paper Products Corporation 
Antioch, Contra Costa County 

Tillie Lewis Foods, Inc. - Plant "iv"' 
Antioch, Contra Costa County 

Libbey-Owens Ford Glass Company 
Lathrop, San Joaquin County 

California Canners and Growers - Plant MO. 6 
Thornton, San Joaquin County 

Holly Sugar Company 
Tracy, San Joaquin County 

Tri-Valley Growers 
San Joaquin County 
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